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DETAILED ACTION 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on May 
29, 2007 has been entered. 

2. Claims 1-3, 5-13 and 15-19 are now pending. Claims 1, 8, 10, 11, 16 and 18 are 
independent claims. 

Response to Amendment 

3. Per Applicant's request, claims 1, 3, 5, 8, 10, 11, 15, 16 and 18 have been 
amended; claims 4 and 14 have been canceled and new claim 19 has been added. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed concurrently with the RCE have been fully 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection presented herein. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invendon was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 
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6. Claims 1, 7, 11, 12 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,904,610 to Bayrakeri et al. ("Bayrakeri") in view 
of U.S. Patent No. 5,805,763 to Lawler further in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,018,372 
to Etheredge, further in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,831,663 to Waterhouse et al. 
("Waterhouse") and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,880,720 to Iwafune et al. 
("Iwafune"). 

Claim 1 (Currendy Amended) 

The combination Bayrakeri-Lawler-Etheredge- Waterhouse does not expressly 
shows manually entering, by the viewer, a viewer's ID number . However, in an analogous art, 
Iwafune shows a screen for prompting input of a personal ID on the television in 
FIG. 31 (see also 23:12-63) and shows that the ID can be transmitted together with 
response data to the response server (see at least 23:50-63). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate this feature of Iwafune in the 
combination Bayrakeri-Lawler-Etheredge- Waterhouse, as this would ensure in a 
sharing interactive television environment that the viewer is properly identified and 
authenticated so that the server can transmit proper customized settings to the 
identified viewer. 

For the remaining features of Claim 1, see Office actions dated July 13, 2006, 
January 26, 2007 and the Advisory action dated May 15, 2007. 

Claim 7 

The rejection of base claim is incorporated. For features recited in this claim, 
see Office actions dated July 13, 2006, January 26, 2007 and the Advisory action dated 
May 15, 2007. 
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Claim 11 (Currently amended) 

The combination Bayraken-Lawler-Etheredge-Waterhouse does not expressly 
shows the viewers ID number being a specific number of the viewer that is input by a user . 
However, for reasons set forth in amended claim 1, this feature is unpatentable over 
the combination Bayrakeri-Lawler-Etheredge-Waterhouse in view of Iwafune. 
For the remaining features of Claim 11, see Office actions dated July 13, 2006, January 
26, 2007 and the Advisory action dated May 15, 2007. 

Claim 12 

The rejection of base claim is incorporated. For features recited in this claim, 
see Office actions dated July 13, 2006, January 26, 2007 and the Advisory action dated 
May 15,2007. 

Claim 19 (New) 

The rejection of base claim is incorporated. The combination Bayrakeri- 
Lawler-Etheredge-Waterhouse does not expressly shows wherein the viewer's ID number 
corresponds to a specific number of the viewer. However, for reasons set forth in amended 
claim 1, this feature is unpatentable over the combination Bayrakeri-Lawler- 
Etheredge-Waterhouse in view of Iwafune. 

7. Claims 2 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent No. 6,904,610 to Bayrakeri et al. ("Bayrakeri") in view of U.S. Patent No. 
5,805,763 to Lawler further in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,018,372 to Etheredge, 
further in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,831,663 to Waterhouse et al. ("Waterhouse") 
and further in view U.S. Patent No. 5,734,853 to Hendricks et al ("Hendricks"), 
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further in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,101,180 to Donahue et al. ("Donahue") and 
further in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,880,720 to Iwafune et al. ("Iwafune"). 

Claims 2-3 

The rejection of base claim is incorporated. For features claimed in claims 2-3, 
see Office actions dated July 13, 2006, January 26, 2007 and the Advisory action dated 
May 15,2007. 

8. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 6,904,610 to Bayrakeri et al. ("Bayrakeri") in view of U.S. Patent No. 
5,805,763 to Lawler further in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,018,372 to Etheredge, 
further in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,831,663 to Waterhouse et al. ("Waterhouse"), 
further in view U.S. Patent No. 5,734,853 to Hendricks et al. ("Heindricks"), further 
in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,101,180 to Donahue et al. ("Donahue"), further in view 
of U.S. Patent No. 6,314,572 to LaRocca et al. ("LaRocca") and further in view of 
U.S. Patent No. 5,880,720 to Iwafune et al. ("Iwafune"). 

Claim 5 (Currendy amended) 

The rejection of base claim is incorporated. The combination Bayrakeri- 
Lawler-Etheredge-Waterhouse-Hendricks-Donahue-LaRocca does not expressly 
shows the viewer's ID number being a specific number of the viewer that is input by a user . 
However, for reasons set forth in amended claim 1, this feature is unpatentable over 
the combination Bayrakeri-Lawler-Etheredge-Waterhouse-Hendricks-Donahue- 
LaRocca in view of Iwafune. 

For the remaining features of Claim 5, see Office actions dated July 13, 2006, 
January 26, 2007 and the Advisory action dated May 15, 2007. 
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9. Claims 4, 14, 16 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,904,610 to Bayrakeri et al. ("Bayrakeri") in view 
of U.S. Patent No. 5,805,763 to Lawler further in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,018,372 
to Etheredge, further in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,831,663 to Waterhouse et al. 
("Waterhouse"), further in view U.S. Patent No. 6,169,543 to Wehmeyer et al. 
""Wehmeyer") and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,880,720 to Iwafune et al. 
("Iwafune"). 

Claim 4 (canceled) 

Claim 14 (Canceled) 

Claim 16 (Currently amended) 

The combination Bayrakeri-Lawler-Etheredge-Waterhouse-Wehmeyer does not 
expressly shows the viewer's ID number being a specific number of the viewer that is input by a 
user However, for reasons set forth in amended claim 1, this feature is unpatentable 
over the combination Bayrakeri-Lawler-Etheredge-Waterhouse- Wehmeyer in view of 
Iwafune. 

For the remaining features of Claim 16, see Office actions dated July 13, 2006, 
January 26, 2007 and the Advisory action dated May 15, 2007. 

Claim 17 

The rejection of base claim is incorporated. For features recited in this claim, 
see Office actions dated July 13, 2006, January 26, 2007 and the Advisory action dated 
May 15, 2007. 
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10. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 6,904,610 to Bayrakeri et al. ("Bayrakeri") in view of U.S. Patent No. 
5,805,763 to Lawler further in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,018;372 to Etheredge, 
further in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,831,663 to Waterhouse et al. ("Waterhouse"), 
further in view U.S. Patent No. 5,734,853 to Hendricks et al. ("Hendricks"), further in 
view of U.S. Patent No. 6,101,180 to Donahue et al. ("Donahue"), further in view of 
U.S. Patent No. 5,861,906 to Dunn et al. ("Dunn") and further in view of U.S. Patent 
No. 5,880,720 to Iwafune et al ("Iwafune"). 

Claim 6 

The rejection of base claim is incorporated. For features recited in these 
claims, see Office actions dated July 13, 2006, January 26, 2007 and the Advisory 
action dated May 15, 2007. 

11. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 6,904,610 to Bayrakeri et al. ("Bayrakeri") in view of U.S. Patent No. 
5,805,763 to Lawler further in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,018,372 to Etheredge, 
further in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,831,663 to Waterhouse et al. ('Waterhouse"), 
further in view U.S. Patent No. 5,861,906 to Dunn et al. ("Dunn") and further in view 
of U.S. Patent No. 5,880,720 to Iwafune et al. ("Iwafune"). 

Claim 9 

The rejection of base claim is incorporated. For features recited in this claim, 
see Office actions dated July 13, 2006, January 26, 2007 and the Advisory action dated 
May 15,2007. 
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12. Claims 8 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent No. 6,904,610 to Bayrakeri et al. ("Bayrakeri") in view of U.S. Patent No. 
5,805,763 to Lawler, further in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,861,906 to Dunn, further 
in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,018,372 to Etheredge, further in view of U.S. Patent 
No. 5,831,663 to Waterhouse et al ("Waterhouse") and further in view of U.S. Patent 
No. 5,880,720 to Iwafune et al. ("Iwafune"). 

Claim 8 (Currendy amended) 

The combination Bayrakeri-Lawler-Dunn-Etheredge-Waterhouse does not 
expressly shows the viewer's ID number corresponding to a specific number of a viewer that is 
input by a user 

However, for reasons set forth in amended claim 1, this feature is unpatentable 
over the combination Bayrakeri-Lawler-Dunn-Etheredge-Waterhouse in view of 
Iwafune. 

For the remaining features of Claim 8, see Office actions dated July 13, 2006, 
January 26, 2007 and the Advisory action dated May 15, 2007. 

Claim 10 (Currently amended) 

The combination Bayfakeri-Lawler-Dunn-Etheredge- Waterhouse does not 
expressly shows manually entering, by the viewer a viewer's ID number that corresponds to a 
specific number of the viewer However, for reasons set forth in amended claim 1, this 
feature is unpatentable over the combination Bayrakeri-Lawler-Dunn-Etheredge- 
Waterhouse in view of Iwafune. 

For the remaining features of Claim 10, see Office actions dated July 13, 2006, 
January 26, 2007 and the Advisory action dated May 15, 2007. 
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13. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 6,904,610 to Bayrakeri et al. ("Bayrakeri") in view of U.S. Patent No. 
5,805,763 to Lawler further in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,018,372 to Etheredge, 
further in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,831,663 to Waterhouse et al. ("Waterhouse"), 
further in view U.S. Patent No. 5,734,853 to Hendricks et al. ("Hendricks") and 
further in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,880,720 to Iwafune et al. ("Iwafune"). 

Claim 13 

The rejection of base claim is incorporated. For features recited in these 
claims, see Office actions dated July 13, 2006, January 26, 2007 and the Advisory 
action dated May 15, 2007. 

14. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 6,904,610 to Bayrakeri et al. ("Bayrakeri") in view of U.S. Patent No. 
5,805,763 to Lawler, further in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,018,372 to Etheredge, 
further in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,831,663 to Waterhouse et al ("Waterhouse"), 
further in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,880,720 to Iwafune et al. ("Iwafune", further in 
view of U.S. Patent No. 5,861,906 to Dunn, further in view of U.S. Patent No. 
6,314,572 to LaRocca et al. ("LaRocca"). 

Claim 15 

The rejection of base claim is incorporated. For features recited in this claim, 
see Office actions dated July 13, 2006, January 26, 2007 and the Advisory action dated 
May 15, 2007. 
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15. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 6 3 904 5 6 1 0 to Bayrakeri et al. ("Bayrakeri") in view of U.S. Patent No. 
5,805,763 to Lawler, further in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,861,906 to Dunn, further in 
view of U.S. Patent No. 6,018,372 to Etheredge and further in view of U.S. Patent 
No. 5,880,720 to Iwafune et al. ("Iwafune"). 

Claim 18 (Currendy amended) 

The combination Bayrakeri-Lawler-Dunn-Etheredge does not expressly shows 
the viewer's ID number being a specific number of the viewer that is input by a user . However, for 
reasons set forth in amended claim 1, this feature is unpatentable over the 
combination Bayrakeri-Lawler-Dunn-Etheredge in view of Iwafune. 

For the remaining features of Claim 18, see Office actions dated July 13, 2006, 
January 26, 2007 and the Advisory action dated May 15, 2007. 

Conclusion 

16. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

17. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the Examiner should be directed to Hoang-Vu A. Nguyen-Ba whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-3701. The Examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday - 
Friday from 7:00 - 17:30. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
Examiner's Supervisor, John Miller can be reached at (571) 272-7353. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
should be directed to the TC 2600 Group receptionist: 571-272-2600. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




ANTONY NGUYEN-BA 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 



August 18, 2007 



